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New York Staatszeitung und Herald, January 29, 1937 
Man of Color tours Nazi-Germany 
Professor W.E.B. DuBois of Atlanta on the Jews in the Reich 
 
“The situation is regrettable, but not comparable to that of the Negros” – Germany nervous, 

but hopeful. 

A few days ago, Dr. W.E.B. DuBois, an educator of the black race, who toured Germany and 

other lands with a stipendium from the Oberländer Trust of the Carl Schulz Foundation 

returned after a stay of 5 months in Germany and gave a reporter of the “New York 

Staatszeitung und Herald” a sketch of his impressions, in which he as member of a frequently 

oppressed and persecuted race drew interesting comparisons between the position of the 

Negros in the USA and the position of the Jews in Germany.  

The Observations of the professor, who gives lectures at the university in Atlanta on social 

science and at this time is currently visiting his children and grandchildren in New York, are all 

the more interesting, as he studied in Heidelberg and Berlin 30 years ago and audited the 

lectures of Professor Treitschke, Schmoller and Adolf Wagner for three semesters.  He can 

therefore compare the condition of today and the population of today with those of that time 

30 years ago. 

Dr. Dubois was particularly impressed by the by the different attitude towards the Jews and the 

agitation and nervousness of the population, which he attributes to the fear of the neighboring 

lands and partly due to fear of war.  On the other hand, the professor observed an 

unconditional trust in National Socialism and in Hitler and the thankfulness of the order that he 

has created and for all of the good that he has done during the 4 years of his time in office. 

Apartment buildings are outstanding 
 
Among these good works professor DuBois mentions first the apartment buildings, which have 
no comparison in Europe, as he remarked, and secondly the autobahn construction in the 
Reich.  He saw however, also the general and complete social control (Gleichschaltung1), which 
to him in so far as it extended to the people themselves seemed difficult to accept.  This social 
control, however, cannot preclude that the listeners sometimes thanks a speaker with cold 
silence rather than they expected inspiration, as professor DuBois wanted to remark and as he 
also experienced in the American South, when negros wished to politely contradict a white 
speaker. 

 
1 “Gleichschaltung” was the term used by the Nazis to mean that the opinions of the public 

were totally aligned with the Nazi Party, by social pressure as well as threats of violence. 
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The Party Congress in Nuremberg?  The observer thought it was “terrible”, what was said there 

on the speaker tribune, would have earlier caused a war in earlier times. 

Reich Minister Hess, the representative of the Führer made the greatest impression on Dr. 

DuBois, however, he believes that the influence of Hess may be understood as declining. 

“And the population themselves?” asked the reporter.  Do you believe that they are happy?  

Thoughtfully, Professor DuBois stoked his grey-flecked Van Dyke beard.  Happy, no:  but 

hopeful.  Indisputably there is poverty in the land.  I saw signs that made one aware of the 

300,000 in the Reich that were suffering from poverty and which asked for donations for the 

destitute.    I, myself, felt the shortage of edible fats and that the meat was of lower quality 

than in America.  Postage is for the German income high, but lower than in America or Paris, for 

example. 

Nevertheless, Professor DuBois perceived nowhere any undercurrents of dissatisfaction, though 

also little open joy.  In Vienna and Austria, the people are actually more open and happier, the 

professor said in comparison; but in Berlin there is no “Gemutlichkeit”, a word that the 

Professor knew well and pronounced very well, as his pronunciation of German is generally 

excellent. 

The treatment of the negro shows, as Dr. DuBois expressed, “not a trace at all of racial hatred” 

and the attitude of the German Press, during the Olympic Games, was completely fair, even 

friendly to the towards the colored athletes.  But Dr. DuBois can “simply not understand” the 

attitude towards the Jews.   The situation of the Jews is, as he said, very regrettable, but it 

cannot be compared with the situation of the Negros in the United States. 

Racial Hatred here and over there 
 
What is happening in Germany, said the Professor, is happening in a lawful manner and openly, 
even if it is cruel and unjust.    But in the United States the Negro is secretly persecuted and 
marginalized in flagrant violation of the law.  Both races, however, show the same reaction 
under this treatment; they try to remain as inconspicuous as possible, to not make themselves 
noticeable.  Both races are portrayed as lustful; here Dr. DuBois compares the tone and content 
of the anti-Semitic newspaper by Julius Streicher with the same kind of anti-Negro propaganda 
in the South.  But otherwise, it is impossible, to draw a comparison, concluded Dr. DuBois, 
because the persecution of the Jews in Germany arises from completely different reasons and 
according to the law, as the Professor explained.  He was himself received in a very friendly 
manner and did not suffer from any racial prejudice at all. 
 

 


